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APPEAL. 


“ The  Howard  Institution,  under  the 
care  of  an  Association  of  Women  Friends,” 
feel  constrained  to  address  the  public  in 
behalf  of  those  for  whose  benefit  the  In- 
stitution was  established. 

The  present  “Home”  is  at  No.  1606 
Poplar  Street ; but  the  building  not  being 
sufficiently  large  for  their  purpose,  they 
feel  it  necessary  to  provide  more  ample 
accommodations,  so  that  no  females  who 
are  proper  subjects  for  their  care  and 
sympathy,  need  be  excluded. 
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To  show  the  importance  of  such  an 
asylum,  the  Inspectors  of  the  Sing  Sing 
Prison,  New  York,  some  years  since, 
adopted  a minute,  which  is  as  follows  : 

“ It  is  of  frequent  occurrence  that  pris- 
oners afford  satisfactory  evidence  of  sin- 
cere repentance,  and  earnest  desires  to 
reform ; yet  when  they  go  forth  to  the 
world,  they  are,  for  want  of  employment, 
often  reduced  to  great  distress,  and  sub- 
jected to  sore  temptations.  To  starve  or 
to  steal,  is  the  alternative  left  them.” 

In  that  city  there  has  been  in  exist- 
ence, for  several  years,  an  association 
similar  to  our  own,  whose  labors  in  behalf 
of  women  discharged  from  prison  have 
been  highly  successful.  In  one  of  their 
reports  they  say : 

“Whatever  has  been  said  of  the  hope- 
less condition  of  the  discharged  convict 
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in  general,  when  the  case  of  the  female 
convict  comes  to  be  considered  — when 
we  see  the  desolate  creature  humbled  to 
the  dust,  trembling  under  a sense  of 
weakness  and  degradation,  and  scarcely 
believing  in  the  existence  of  human  sym- 
pathy— we  feel  that  the  half  has  not 
been  told  us.  The  first  impression  is  that 
almost  of  despair,  as  to  the  power  of  any- 
thing, short  of  a miracle,  to  raise  the 
abject  being  to  any  sense  of  self-respect. 
A degraded  woman  is  proverbially  lowest 
in  the  scale  of  humanity ; and  when  years 
have  confirmed  vicious  habits,  and  hard- 
ened the  offender  into  recklessness,  wTe 
acknowledge  the  difficulty  of  implanting 
new  principles,  or  awakening  a regard  for 
character.  But  with  the  young,  and  with 
the  numerous  class  who  still  retain  a rem- 
nant of  womanly  feeling,  and  a hope  of 
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redeeming  the  past,  with  these  there  is 
yet  hope.  But  society  naturally  con- 
founds all  in  one  general  estimate — one 
sentiment  of  abhorrence.  Without  special 
aid  from  such  as  make  the  subject  their 
study,  and  who,  by  attention  and  prac- 
tice, become  conversant  with  its  details, 
it  is  impossible  that  the  public  should 
discriminate.  A woman  who  has  once 
been  in  prison — a discharged  convict — 
must  necessarily  be  an  outcast  from  so- 
ciety. Who  will  employ  such  an  one? 
What  family  will  receive  as  an  inmate 
the  creature  fresh  from  the  penitentiary? 
Who  can  trust  a woman  convicted  of 
theft  ? What  mother  will  introduce  among 
her  daughters,  or  her  servants,  one  fa- 
miliar with  a prison?  It  cannot  be  ex- 
pected. Whatever  may  have  been  the 
conduct  of  the  prisoner  during  her  incar- 
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ceration — whatever  certificates  she  may 
have  been  able  to  obtain,  even  from  faith- 
ful and  judicious  officials — there  is  a moral 
atmosphere  about  her,  which  repels  even 
the  charitable,  and  which  makes  the  un- 
thinking and  the  selfish  turn  from  her 
with  abhorrence.  She  may  starve,  she 
may  beg,  she  may  return  to  vice,  or  she 
may  put  an  end  to  her  hateful  life — no- 
body feels  to  blame. 

“ But  here  the  Association  steps  in. 
If  there  be  a remnant  of  decency — if 
there  be  the  least  faint  wish  to  try  a 
better  life — the  Home  is  open  to  receive 
her.  A kind  matron  welcomes  her;  in- 
quires into  her  wants,  her  history,  her 
feelings;  gives  her  the  means  of  cleanli- 
ness and  decency;  finds  employment  for 
her;  ascertains  her  character  and  dispo- 
sition ; searches  for  what  germs  of  good- 
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ness  may  yet  be  remaining ; and  if  there 
be  but  a smouldering  spark  of  virtuous 
hope,  sedulously  preserves  it  from  extinc- 
tion.” 

“She  remains  in  the  Asylum,  treated, 
not  with  a supercilious,  a cold,  a spurious 
kindness,  but  as  a woman  and  a sister, 
until  her  views,  her  powers,  her  qualifi- 
cations for  earning  a subsistence,  and  the 
sincerity  of  her  desire  for  reformation, 
have  been  fully  tested;  and  if  the  result 
proves  satisfactory,  a place  suited  to  her 
ability  is  provided,  and  she  is  placed 
with  those  who,  understanding  clearly 
her  past  history  and  present  condition, 
are  willing  to  try  her.  If,  from  any 
cause,  the  first  attempt  meets  with  ill 
success,  the  Home  is  again  open,  lest 
destitution  should  once  more  betray  her 
into  the  dens  which  night  and  day  yawn 
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for  such  victims ; and  it  is  not  until  re- 
peated trials  have  extinguished  all  ra- 
tional hope,  that  she  is  ever  abandoned 
to  her  sad  fate.” 

The  experience  of  those  engaged  in 
the  labors  of  the  Howard  Institution  of 
Philadelphia,  fully  confirms  the  views 
thus  forcibly  expressed ; and  our  desire 
is  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  extend 
suitable  care  and  instruction  to  all  the 
hopeful  ones  who  may  come  under  our 
notice. 

The  importance  of  such  an  Institution 
became  impressed  upon  our  minds  by  the 
long  experience  of  the  Female  Association 
in  visiting  our  prisons ; and  in  appealing 
to  the  public  for  aid,  we  feel  that  we  are 
but  making  known  the  necessities  of  those 
who  cannot  plead  for  themselves,  and 
who,  for  want  of  the  assistance  afforded 
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by  such  an  Institution,  may  be  properly 
classed  among  those  “who  are  ready  to 
perish.” 

Since  the  opening  of  the  Home,  about 
one  hundred  women  have  been  under 
care.  The  inmates  usually  remain  in  the 
Institution  several  months ; and,  when 
prepared  for  it , suitable  situations  are 
found  for  them  in  the  country , and  they 
are  thus  removed  from  the  corrupting  in- 
fluence of  old  associates.  Most  of  those 
thus  provided  for,  have  conducted  them- 
selves with  propriety. 

The  present  Home,  (a  small  house  rented 
by  the  Managers,)  has  proved  inadequate 
to  accommodate  the  numerous  applica- 
tions for  admission;  many  such  are  pain- 
fully refused  on  this  account.  The  object 
of  this  earnest  appeal,  therefore,  is  to 
obtain  the  requisite  funds,  say  about 
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$10,000,  to  enable  the  Managers  to  pur- 
chase a suitable  lot  of  ground,  with  a 
building,  and  to  furnish  it ; so  that  many 
more  of  the  destitute  and  imploring 
females  may  find  a home  and  a refuge 
from  temptation. 

The  work  in  which  we  are  engaged, 
we  feel  to  be  a labor  of  love,  as  wTell  as 
Christian  duty ; and  although  surrounded 
by  difficulties,  we  are  encouraged  to  be- 
lieve that  the  Divine  blessing  has  rested 
upon  it. 

In  conclusion,  and  in  view  of  the  wants 
of  these  dependent  beings,  and  also  of 
the  good  that  we  believe  has  already 
been  accomplished,  may  toe  not  ask,  Is  a 
Christian  public  prepared  to  say  that  this 
cause  should  be  abandoned,  and  these  un- 
fortunate women  exposed  to  former  tempta- 
tions? Or  will  they  afford  us  such  aid,  as 
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will  enable  us  to  rescue  them  from  destruc- 
tion, and  thus  carry  out  the  benevolent  design 
of  this  Institution  ? 

By  direction  and  on  behalf  of  the 
Managers. 

REBECCA  COLLINS, 

DIRECTRESS. 

REBECCA  T.  HAINES, 

SECRETARY. 

Philadelphia,  Fourth  Month , 1858. 


Contributions  will  be  received  by  either 
of  the  following  Managers : — 

REBECCA  COLLINS,  No.  32,  Cor.  of  Oak  and  Fil- 
bert Streets. 

MARTHA  MORRIS,  No.  807  Spruce  Street. 
REBECCA  T.  HAINES,  No.  832  Pine  Street. 
SARAH  E.  WISTAR,  No.  1229  Filbert  Street. 
JANE  R.  PETTIT,  N.  E.  Cor.  of  Sixteenth  and  Arch 
Streets. 

MARY  T.  JONES,  No.  1423  Filbert  Street. 
MARTHA  G.  RICHARDSON,  No.  409  Arch  Street. 
RUTH  WILLIAMS,  No.  531  North  Sixth  Street. 
MARY  H.  BONSALL,  No.  1025  Cherry  Street. 
HANNAH  N.  MILLER,  Cor.  of  Ninth  and  Spruce 
Streets. 

SARAH  N.  SAUNDERS,  No.  910  Clinton  Street. 
RUTH  BAKER,  No.  1333  Vine  Street. 

MARY  ANN  EVANS,  No.  1931  Plymouth  Street. 
RACHEL  R.  PARRY,  No.  1721  Arch  Street. 
ELIZABETH  HUNT,  No.  521  York  Avenue. 

ANNA  COLLINS,  No.  32,  Cor.  of  Oak  aud  Filbert 
Streets. 

REGINA  S.  KIMBER,  No.  1230  Arch  Street. 
DEBORAH  SIMMONS,  No.  1619  Filbert  Street. 
HEPZIBAH  S.  BROOKS,  No.  1135  Race  Street. 
SARAH  F.  SMILEY,  No.  1319  Filbert  Street. 
AUGUSTA  COMFORT,  No.  1229  Filbert  Street. 


